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Purpose of Research

� Investigate the Pivotal Response model of 
intervention for young, nonverbal children with 
autism 

� Comparing two validated intervention strategies
– Verbal and picture system
– Both approaches are consistent with the underlying Pivotal 

Response philosophy

� Analyzing:
– Development of verbal and nonverbal communication 
– Changes in the symptoms and condition of autism
– Family stress

 

Participants

� 60 children 
– 20 months to 48 months

� Nonverbal
� Diagnosis of autism

Comprehensive Assessment

� Initial assessment
� Monitor progress after intervention

and follow-up
� Types of assessment:

– Diagnostic
– Cognitive
– Language
– Adaptive Functioning
– Joint Attention
– Imitation 
– Behavioral Observation
– Parent report

 
 

 

The Problem

� Nonverbal children are extremely 
difficult to teach
– Without intensive treatment, many 

children will remain nonverbal

� Research is needed to determine 
best practices for helping nonverbal 
children

 

280 Hours of Intervention– Six Months

� 80 hours of parent education
� 200 hours of in-home services

 

Project Status

� Exciting preliminary outcomes!

� Many children show dramatic improvements 
in language development and symptoms of 
autism

� End date: 
– December 2007

 

A Joint Project 
UCSB & UCSD 


