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Graduate Student Projects

Enjey Lin, M.A.: Researching ways to decrease rigid 
behaviors and increase flexibility in high functioning 
children with autism

Crystal Carrillo: “Using Self-Management Procedures 
to Promote Social Conversation in Children with Autism”
and “Expanding the Non-Perseverative Play Repertoire of 
Children with Autism through the Use of Embedded 
Natural Reinforcers”

Sharon Elmensdorp, M.A. First S.T.E.P, 

“ Identification of autism-specific impairments during brief 
parent-child interactions: Implications for pediatrician  
training” and “Implications of Maternal Age on the 
Diagnosis of Autism in California”

Whitney Ence, M.A.: Research interests include
training typical peers in PRT in a summer camp setting to 
increase engagement and socialization in children with 
autism

Elia I. Jimenez, M.A.: Research interests include 
improving the IEP process for Latino Families

Anjileen Singh: Motivational Academics: Using 
Motivational Techniques to Increase On-task Behavior and 
Positive Affect in Children with High-Functioning Autism 
and Asperger's Disorder.

Sarah Kuriakose: “Teaching Children with HFA and 
AS to Teach: Effects on Initiations, Turn-taking, and 
Affect”

• Two Doctoral Training Programs
• CCSP: Counseling, Clinical, and School 

Psychology
• SPEDR: Special Education, Disabilities, 

and Risk Studies  

• Program Overview                                                
• Scientist-Practitioner model
• Average length of time for completion of 

Ph.D.:
• CCSP: 5 - 6 years
• SPEDR: 4 years

• Focus on implementing parent education
• Develop and publish research related to 

ASD
• Present at professional conferences

Graduate Student Projects
Katherine Levinger, M.A.: Research interests 

include examining the life satisfaction of typically 
developing siblings of children with autism

Whitney J. Smith: Research interests include 
modifying complex social behaviors in 
adolescents and college students with Asperger's
disorder. 

Larisa Shirotova, M.A.: Research interests 
include developing effective individualized 
interventions to target expressive verbal 
communication for children with autism.

Ty Vernon, M.A.: “Improving social engagement in 
young children with autism by incorporating 
intrinsic social reinforcement into PRT”

Rebecca Doggett:  Research interests include using 
behavioral intervention to increase functional 
communication in children with autism.

Mi Na Park: Research interests include how Asian 

cultural variables influence the utilization of 
services

Greg Lyons: "Priming with Intrinsically Motivating 
Video to Improve Inclusive Reading Task 
Performance.”
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2 Post-Doctoral Scholars

25 Graduate Student Clinicians

50 Interns and Undergraduates

Parents of Children with Autism

Over 100 children receiving weekly intervention 
and over 1,000 children receiving consultation and yearly intervention

Koegel Autism Center


