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Note from Dr. Jill Sharkey, Associate Dean of Research & Outreach, Gevirtz School
It is with great pleasure that I embark on the challenge of supporting the world renowned and furiously productive faculty at the GGSE. The GGSE has
phenomenal resources led by the GGSE Contracts
and Grants Office to help every faculty member fund
their scholarship.
As a member of the Leadership Team, I am
committed to building procedures to help faculty
navigate the contracts and grants processes. I will
do so by listening to various perspectives to streamline and explain the process.
I also develop, implement, and monitor
systematic support and metrics that facilitate
research and scholarship opportunities for faculty
and students. Some ways to do so will include a
new faculty retreat and ongoing mentorship
sessions to help our newest scholars access
resources.
To support GGSE faculty in building translational research in the fields of education and applied
psychology, I am working with colleagues across
campus and within communities from the local to
global.
This edition of RE:Launch describes three
impactful projects that showcase the diversity of
work in our School. These include a mentoring

program led by Drs. Rebeca Mireles-Rios and Victor
Rios for youth who experienced severe trauma and
were pushed out of education, school crisis
response efforts of Drs. Erika Felix and Shane
Jimerson, and collaborative efforts of Dr. Danielle
Harlow to maximize educational opportunities and
improve the science museum experience. These
colleagues are representative of the cutting-edge
scholarship that defines the GGSE.
Jill Sharkey

Top Externally Funded Researchers 2017-18
PI/Co-PI(s)

:

Projects & Sponsors

Total Amounts

Tine Sloan (PI)

California Teacher Education Research & Improvement Network
UC Multicampus Research Programs and Initiatives

$453,657

Michael Furlong (PI), Erin
Dowdy (Co-PI), Karen
Nylund-Gibson (Co-PI)

Validation of a Measure to Assess the Social-Emotional Health of Secondary
Students
Institute of Education Sciences (IES)

$392,839

Michael Gottfried (PI)

Does Applied STEM CTE Strengthen the College and Career Pipeline for
Low-Income High School Students?
Institute of Education Sciences (IES)

$ 195,131

Miya Barnett (PI)

Lay Health Worker Mobilization to Address Disparities in Parent Training
Services
National Institute of Mental Health

$150,188

Promoting Tri-Lingual Early Literacy Development of Indigenous Migrant Mixtec
Children in California: A Community-Based Preschool Program
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

$121,451

Russell Rumberger (PI)

Get Focused, Stay Focused Evaluation
Get Focused, Stay Focused Inc.

$110,000

Jill Sharkey (PI)

Evaluation of Veterans Entering Treatment Services: An Enhancement and `
Expansion of the Veterans Treatment Court
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) with
a subcontract from Santa Barbara County Probation Department

$105,000

Erika Felix (PI)

Research and Evaluation of First Five Santa Barbara County Services
First 5 Santa Barbara County

$99,999

Maryam Kia-Keating (PI)

Trauma-Informed Prevention to Address Violence and Related Disparities for
Latino Youth
National Institute of Child Health & Human Development

$98,540

Erin Dowdy (PI)

A Psychometric Investigation of Universal Screening for Social-Emotional
Development in Preschool Using Parent and Teacher Informants
University of South Carolina

$95,777

Amy Kyratzis (PI)

For more information about external funding at the Gevirtz School, see the Contracts & Grants Office’s Currently Funded Research page:

education.ucsb.edu/contracts-grants/currently-funded-research-projects
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Rebeca Mireles-Rios

:

Helps Reframe Stories
a program, and while they were at first hesitant,
Rebeca said, “The origins of who we are begin with
young people who have been left behind—we don’t
really have a choice.”
It wasn’t easy determining the best way
forward for the group of 40 students they had to work
with in the summer of 2014. “We were trying to figure
out how to design an intervention program,” Rebeca
explains, “We did a needs assessment, and at the
time the state still had the California High School Exit
Examination [CAHSEE], and that was preventing them
from getting their high school diplomas.”
And while CAHSEE and missing credits were
stumbling blocks for the pushouts (the preferred term
instead of dropouts, as it points to systemic problems),
there were even deeper issues. Rebeca says, “As we
interviewed the students more we discovered lots of
stories of trauma, really horrific events so they couldn't
go to school and then discovered trying to get back into
school was difficult—there are even waiting lists.”

It’s not typical, of course, to have a team of film documentarians follow you as you do your research. But
then little is typical about Rebeca Mireles-Rios’ and
Victor Rios’s story. Rebeca is currently an assistant
professor in the Department of Education and her
partner Victor is a professor of Sociology.
But, as a very early title card points out in the
just released documentary The Pushouts (dir. by Katie
Galloway), “In 1994 Victor Rios was a high school
sophomore and gang member.” The film not only
explains how Victor overcame the difficulties of his
early life in Oakland, but also how he and Rebeca now
do research to help youth in similar circumstances
build hope and strength. As Victor says in the movie,
“Reframing one’s stories has a lot of power.”
That reframing took place at YO!Watts, a
program for 16-24 year-olds who did not finish high
school that was run by Martin Flores, who was also
Victor’s high school mentor decades ago. Flores
reached out to Rios asking for the couple to come run

Rebeca Mireles-Rios working with students during the filming of The Pushouts.
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we believe in kids and provide support so they can
aspire for career and educational goals, despite the
barriers faced?”
The work captured in The Pushouts is certainly
one way to accomplish all of that.

So while much time was spent helping the group learn
math, for as Rebeca says, “ninth grade algebra is a
gatekeeper, it’s a killer,” and to help them negotiate
CAHSEE, she also points out, “We wanted to integrate
social-emotional learning—how do we build trust? At
first they were like, ‘Who are you guys?’ but over the
course of six weeks there was a lot of trust building.”
Much of that happened through journaling and the
sharing of those heartfelt entries (the film captures
some truly tear-jerking moments). Victor and Rebeca
also brought in former students of their own to help run
the program—Ana Medrano, who since leaving UCSB
earned her MS in School Counseling, and Nallely
Arteaga, currently a doctoral student at UC Riverside.
Introducing generations of scholars helped to model
how effective mentorship can be.
Comparing pre- and post-program surveys
made the program’s success clear, as students reported more trust and increased self-efficacy at the end of
the six weeks. “At least a consistent thirty students
showed up each week,” Rebeca says. “That’s pretty
good for a program that wasn’t providing credit and a
testament for the need for more programs that provide
connection and mentoring.”
A different kind of connection happened as a
follow-up to the summer program: a majority of the
group took a field trip to UC Santa Barbara that fall and
met with students in Sociology 1 (Introduction to
Sociology) and Rebeca’s Education 111 (Introduction
to Child and Adolescent Development). Over fifty
UCSB students participated in mentoring workshops
with these program participants, answering questions
about college and higher education.
Among its other screenings since being
released in February, The Pushouts was presented as
part of a special Presidential Session at the American
Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Convention in April. A couple hundred people gave the film
a standing ovation, but even better, Rebeca Mireles-Rios got to connect with two new mentors, UC Berkeley
School of Education Dean Prudence Carter—who
moderated the post-screening discussion—and Dr.
Angela Valenzuela, author of the groundbreaking
Subtractive Schooling, who attended the event.
“Keeping kids in school and keeping them
motivated and engaged has always been a focus of
mine,” she notes. “How, as an educational system, can
RE:LAUNCH

Rebeca Mireles-Rios making her point.
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Erika Felix and Shane Jimerson

:

Striving to Make Schools Safer
that in graduate school, “I was focused on child psychology and the needs of children in the school system,
focused on supporting children who had suffered the
death of a close person, most often a parent. But as I
transitioned to UCSB in 1997 it was around the time of a
whole series of shootings in a couple of years, Paducah,
Springfield, Pearl, Columbine.”
At the Gevirtz School, both found a research
partner in Michael Furlong, who just retired this spring
as a distinguished professor. Through their work
together, and separately, they have come to realize
that long-term support for survivors of a traumatic
event is integral to effective recovery. Research on the
long-term aftermath of acute mass violence helps
inform how we prepare for, respond, and support
survivors when the next crisis occurs.
In the late 1990s, Jimerson was a part of the
federally-funded National Emergency Assistance
Teams (NEAT). “I was a part of a group that would show
up on site and provide support to our colleagues and
figure out how to help move forward following a tragic

Although in just the past several years it seems we are
confronted with weekly headlines about another mass
school shooting, two professors in the Department of
Counseling, Clinical and School Psychology in the
Gevirtz School have spent their careers focused on
these issues. They have explored the impacts
traumatic events and loss can have on individuals and
groups, and on finding ways to prevent tragic events,
or at the least prepare for them when they do happen.
Associate professor Dr. Erika Felix, who in
graduate school researched child maltreatment and
school bullying, recalls, “When 9/11 happened I
became fascinated about how communities, more
specifically, children and families, recover and adapt
following natural disasters, terrorism, and mass shootings.” Following graduate school, she obtained a
research mentorship that allowed her to study factors
that affected Washington, D.C. area teachers’ adjustment following the 9/11 terror attack, and their interest
to support recovery among their students.
Meanwhile professor Dr. Shane Jimerson says

Erika Felix and Shane Jimerson making presentations about resilience, recovery, and school safety preparedness.
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for mental health issues. What’s more, she says, “When we
do screen it should focus beyond just screening for PTSD,
but include other types of mental health responses, including culturally-relevant expressions of distress.”
There are a few key takeaways from what Felix
called “the intersection between research and clinical
service” in their shared experience. “Thinking about
long term support infrastructures is a critical component
of preparation for a tragedy,” she asserts.
As a school psychologist, Jimerson elaborates
on that point, “Preparing school psychologists to
respond to these situations is critical because schools
are often the epicenters for evacuees in a community.
Moreover, when tragic events occur, most children will
return to school shortly after, thus, providing an opportunity to help students in need.”
After the February 2018 Parkland, Florida
school shooting, Jimerson and Furlong were two of the
statement authors of the “Call for Action to Prevent Gun
Violence in the United States of America.” This
three-tiered public health approach to protect children
and adults from gun violence, which includes eight
policy recommendations around implementing gun
control legislation, improving mental health services
and threat assessment, and making broad improvements to school discipline and school climate, has
since been endorsed by over 60 national organizations
and over 1400 public health practitioners and
researchers, including Dr. Felix.
Our efforts to prevent, prepare for, and
respond to crisis situations, such as school shootings,
need to be informed by the evidence about what actually helps children, families, schools, and communities.
Felix and Jimerson are working to fill this gap.

event in their community,” Jimerson points out. “Five of
us, psychologists with a background in trauma and
bereavement, would be onsite within twelve hours to
support the students, teachers, and parents. What
struck me was that this was not a long term solution.”
Responding to the ineffectiveness of this
model, Jimerson and his colleagues created a professional development workshop curriculum for school
psychologists in California that has since become a
national curriculum. The program, sponsored by the
National Association of School Psychologists, is
designed to, he says, “Prepare for and prevent these
kinds of events through increasing prosocial behavior
and promoting the development of comprehensive
school safety teams to support students.”
Unfortunately, both Felix and Jimerson got to
do research very close to UCSB when serving the
community in the wake of the 2014 Isla Vista mass
shooting. They both volunteered to help the community
following the tragedy in the drop-in counseling center.
“Shane ran the incident command center and I did
psychological first aid to help build peoples’ natural
capacities for coping and recovery,” Felix says.
Felix examined factors that affected levels of
distress post-IV tragedy. Most UCSB students were
resilient, she encouragingly discovered, but some
showed clinical levels of symptoms, where they could
use on-going supports. “While a minority of students
had distress that would benefit from counseling,” she
says, “the rest would benefit from the year-and-a-half of
grieving and remembrance events the university
offered, which help with adaptation and coping.”
Felix would hope to see the survivors of crises
such as disasters, terrorism, and mass shootings screened
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Danielle Harlow

:

Explores Informal Learning
Harlow explains, “It’s not ‘my’ work but ‘our’ work. Every
stage—from identifying questions, to collecting and
analyzing data, to writing and presenting, is collaborative. This work could not happen without the expertise
of MOXI’s education director and the insights of other
MOXI staff and GGSE graduate students.”
One question that Harlow is trying to answer is
how to measure learning without disrupting the visitors’
experience. Harlow and MOXI’s Director of Education Ron
Skinner started out by looking closely at what was happening at one exhibit where guests try to build a “rollercoaster”
route for balls with rubber tracks. They identified ways that
visitors engaged and linked these ways with learning goals,
thereby determining what opportunities for learning exist for
visitors just by watching them interact. This work has been
presented at two national conferences and Harlow and
Skinner will run a workshop at the Association of Science
and Technology Centers on this work.
Another challenge is figuring out how to make
the MOXI experience even better. Unlike classroom
teachers who go through a certification program,
museum educators are not required to have any certification. Harlow notes the differences: “In a classroom,

Associate professor Danielle Harlow from the Department of Education sees the impact of her work in the
learning and experiences of over 175,000 people who
visited MOXI, The Wolf Museum of Exploration +
Innovation this year.
Although MOXI, a new interactive science
museum in Santa Barbara, opened in February 2017,
Harlow’s involvement with MOXI began in 2011. She
advised the exhibits team to plan exhibits aligned with the
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), the new
expectations for K-12 students, so that students’ experience at MOXI would complement their learning at school.
The NGSS describe a vision of education in
which students learn science and engineering by doing
science and engineering. “While MOXI’s exhibits focus
on physics ideas like magnetism, forces, light, and
sound, it’s not just about the physics content,” she
asserts. “The exhibits are designed to engage people
of all ages in thinking like scientists and engineers. At
MOXI, we want visitors to learn through exploring
phenomena and creating things.”
Harlow now collaborates with MOXI’s education team on research and program development.

Danielle Harlow (far right) with Teacher Education Program and Department of Education students visiting MOXI.
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ment the apprentices’ practicum work on the museum
floor,” Ron Skinner says. “Faculty, graduate students,
and undergraduates from UCSB have contributed greatly to MOXI, helping us to evaluate exhibits, connect with
pre-service teachers, develop and implement our
accessibility plan, and even write several collaborative
education grants.” Indeed, the National Science Foundation just awarded Harlow and MOXI a grant that will
fund a new engineering field trip and related classroom
activities that will help local teachers integrate engineering instruction into their curriculum.
As a high school student, Danielle Harlow’s first
job was working in an interactive science museum that
she had grown up visiting on school field trips. That
museum was similar to MOXI and inspired her interest
in science as a child. Now, her work has come full
circle. At MOXI, she works and plays in an interactive
science museum she helped create, inspiring the next
generation of children to learn science.

teachers see the same children every day. In museums,
visitors are free to move around and visit only those
exhibits they are interested in. They can stay for as long
or as little time as they like. And facilitators might have a
pre-schooler, a 5th grader, and a parent at the same
time, all with different ideas and interests. It is challenging
to know what to do to help everyone learn.”
To that end Harlow collaborated with MOXI to
develop a program to train informal, out-of-school
science educators or educators that work in places like
museums. The apprentices work in a program with two
parts: (1) Part time work as floor staff at MOXI and (2)
Course work in informal science learning. In the coursework, the apprentices study about how learning in
informal spaces differs from learning in classrooms,
strategies for facilitating science learning, how to develop
activities used in program carts and camps, and how to
evaluate learning. Their coursework helps them reflect on
their experiences working with visitors and develop new
skills. This year, the first cohort of nine apprentices will
complete the program and earn a certificate from UCSB
Professional and Continuing Education.
“As far as we know, there is no other certification program for science learning in the U.S. that is tied
so directly to an interactive science museum and
focuses so intently on learning to facilitate visitor experiences,” explains Harlow.
One of the apprentices, Emmett Sams, just
started in the UCSB Teacher Education Program to
earn his single subject teaching credential in science.
“We had a lot of great ‘aha!’ moments in our class
discussions and I definitely learned a lot about how to
guide people toward a conclusion or an answer without
telling them exactly what was going on,” he relates. “I
learned how every guest comes into the museum with
different levels of understanding and even different
levels of willingness to learn. Each person takes in
information differently and thus requires a unique
approach to facilitation.” This experience will make him
an even more effective classroom science teacher.
The apprentices also collaborate with GGSE
students conducting research. That way while the
apprentices learn about research, the GGSE doctoral
students learn about informal science, and the research
improves the visitor experience. “When we began the
apprentice program, it was a logical choice to partner
with Danielle and UCSB to offer coursework to suppleRE:LAUNCH

A child visitor to MOXI works on the Roll It Wall, trying to build the
longest possible “rollercoaster.”
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